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Dear Friends, 
             At the Church Council meeting on October 1, our leaders took a step of faith.  We 
decided to give away the chicken dinners at our annual Country Fair on November 3.  Instead 
of charging $6.00 each for the 700-800 dinners, we would not charge but accept donations.  
It was not blind faith because one of our members offered to donate $1800 toward providing 
for the dinners before we made our decision.  Nonetheless, as the pastor, I felt that our 
leadership was catching the vision that we need to become known in our community as a 
giving church. 
          There were concerns that once the word got out, we would be overrun by people 
wanting dinners.  But we decided to go ahead in a spirit of grace and generosity toward our 
community trusting that all would work out. 
             What happened?  We gave out several hundred tickets ahead of time to needy 
families.  (Some members paid the old price for the tickets to help with costs, then gave the 
tickets away.)  Our first priority was to give dinners to persons in need.  When people came 
to purchase tickets on the day of the sale, they were told they were free, but that they could 
make a donation.  About 800 dinners were provided free of charge to persons in our 
community.  As always people were working hard, grilling chicken, boiling corn, making 
cinnamon rolls, serving people, and doing many other tasks.  It was a great time of 
fellowship. 
 Did we lose money?  Actually $2,952 was donated over and above our expenses for 
the barbecued chicken dinners!  (See inside for other income from the Country Fair.)   
 I think there is a lesson here.  If we give to others, especially those in need, God will 
provide for us--an important lesson for the Christmas season.  I am confident that we can put 
this lesson into practice in new ways in the future.  Merry Christmas! 
 
Basking in God's Amazing Grace, 
Sam  
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     DECEMBER– IMPORTANT DATES 
2nd Preschool Board  7:00 p.m. (Annex) 
3rd  Church Council  7:00 p.m. (F.C.) 
16th Cantata 10:30 a.m. (Sanctuary) 
24th Christmas Eve Service 7:00 p.m.  
 

United Methodist Men—The next U.M. Men’s Breakfast will be 
December 2nd at 8 a.m. in the Fellowship Center.  Both men and women 
are invited to attend the meal & program. 
 
United Methodist Women— There will be a General Meeting 
and Luncheon on Sunday, December 9th after worship in the 
Fellowship Center.  All women are invited to attend. 
 

 The South East District United Methodist Women will have 
“A Celebration of Cultures” Christmas program on 
Saturday, December 8th from 9 a.m. to 12 Noon at 

Miami Lakes United Methodist Church 
                     (14800 NW 67th Ave/Ludlam Rd.) 
Toiletries for the prison ministry and devotional  

materials will be collected for the Miami Rescue Mission. 
 

• Monday Afternoon Fellowship: Monday, Dec. 17th at 2 p.m.  
• Luncheon Fellowship: Tuesday, December 18th at 10:30 a.m.  
• JOY Fellowship: Monday, December 17th at 7:30 p.m.  
 

United Methodist YOUTH—All young people in grades 6-12 are 
invited to come out and enjoy fellowship, dinner, and special programs 
on Wednesday evenings from 6-7:30 p.m. in Room 201. 

To learn more please contact Bridget Gaines at (305) 238-7358. 
 

SHARE Pick-Up will be Saturday, December 15th from 8:30—10:30 
a.m.  Please arrive by 8 a.m. to volunteer.  For more information 

about SHARE you make contact Ernie & Lee Fike or visit 
http://www.sharewi.org 

(Please return form to church) 
CUTLER RIDGE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

20740 Old Cutler Road; Cutler Bay, FL 33189 
 

2008 COMMITMENT 
In response to God’s gifts to me/us and in honoring my/our commitment to be in service, 
I/we will endeavor to give: 
 
General Budget: $____________ per Week / Month --- for a yearly total of $ ____________                 
                                                (Circle One) 
Mortgage Retirement: $________ per Week / Month --- for a yearly total of $____________ 
                               (Circle One) 
Please fill in all of the following information for our church files (please print clearly):            

                                                                                                             (Indicate if NEW data) 
Name _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
City ___________________ Zip Code ____________ Telephone ______________________ 
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POINSETTIAS 
We will be adorning our sanctuary with Poinsettias on December 23rd & 24th.  You may make a 
donation of $7.00 per plant.  Please place this form and payment (marked “Poinsettias”) in the 
offering plate or turn it in to the church office.  We will be taking orders through Sunday, December 
16th. One dedication per plant please.  You may take your Poinsettia home after the service on 
December 24th. 

 
NAME: ___________________________________ 
 
PHONE NUMBER:___________________________ 
 
Number of Plants: _______ at $7.00 each            Amount Enclosed:$__________  
 
Dedication(s):  
 
In HONOR of:_______________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
In Loving MEMORY of:_______________________________________________ 



 

Come Worship With Us! 
         
 Sundays: Sunday School 9:15 a.m. 
               Worship Service 10:30 a.m. 
 

 Wednesdays: Youth Group (middle & high school)   6:00 p.m. 
 

Advent & Christmas Calendar 
 

Sermon Series: Figures of the Nativity by Pastor Sam Wright 
. 
The purpose of this series is to highlight the birth of Christ 
through the lenses of various persons portrayed in our 
traditional nativity scenes. 
. 
December 2:  The Angel  
December 9:  Joseph 
December 16:  Choir Christmas Cantata 
December 23:   Mary 
December 24:  Baby Jesus; 7:00 p.m. 

         Carols, Communion and Candlelight 
December 30:   Shepherds 
January 6:  Wise Men 

 
CHANCEL CHOIR CHRISTMAS CANTATA—The Promise Fulfilled 
celebrates the connection between the Old Testament prophecies and 
the events of Christ's birth.  Enhance your Advent and Christmas 
worship experience as the choir, through music and narration, tells the 
story of God's plan for salvation—Sunday, December 16, 10:30 a.m. 
during the Worship Service. 

  
On Monday, December 24th we will celebrate the coming 
of Christ with our traditional CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
at 7:00 p.m. Come join us as we sing carols, have 

communion and light candles. 
♥ LOVE OFFERING:  Christmas is fast approaching…  It has been 
the custom of our church to give a “Love Offering” to our pastor and 
church staff for Christmas.  If you wish to contribute please do so by 
Dec. 16th.  Place your offering in an envelope and mark it “Love 
Offering.”  Thank you for showing your appreciation. 
 
We are sad to say good-bye to our music director, Jennifer Wood and her 
husband, John.  We have been very blessed by their talents and presence in our 
church.  Jennifer and John will be moving to Maryland where John will be 
working at a nuclear power plant and where Jennifer will pursue her doctoral 
degree.  We will miss you both very much!  
 
We are pleased to welcome Norma Irizary as a new member of 
our church family!  She joined our congregation on Nov. 11th. 
 

 
 

Thank you to everyone who donated shoe boxes for Operation Christmas 
Child!  Forty-two children around the world will be blessed by your generosity. 

 

Thank you for your donations toward 
Thanksgiving baskets for the needy.  We were able to 
give seven Thanksgiving SHARE packages and seven 
Preschool Thanksgiving Baskets to help people in our 
community. 

 
Thanks to our Worship Assistants for November 

     • Liturgists were: Sheila Martinez, Leila Toledo, and Enrique Goodridge  
     • Acolytes were: Nathan & Emily Sisk, Uduak Ekwere, and Brian Brodhead 
     • Greeters were: Teryl Sovacool and Mavis Perrett 
     • Ushers were: John & Sue Wendt, Peggy Courtright, and Ed Gibson 

Nursery provided in 
Room 107 for children 
under age 3. 

 



     • Children’s Church Teachers were: Donna Tunks and Yvonne Wright 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 2   Tracy Ricklick    15  Zachary Williams 
 3    Rebecca Ottilige   19  Tom McClary 
 4    Michael Bell    21  Mavis Anderson 
 4    Eva Hickey    22  Brian Brodhead 
 4    Shaneka Rolle   22  Francine Taylor 
 5    Nancy Biskup   23  Don Hammell 
 5    Pam Ottilige    24  Syrena Von Seggern 
 7    Gem Rhodd    28  Jake McCreary 
 7    Amber Von Seggern  29  Adeshia Briggs 
 11  Edie Fuog    29  Amy Silverthorn 
 14  Ekaete Ekwere   31  Dawn Fraga 
 14  Helen Kucherak 
    
           ANNIVERSARIES 
 15  Alycia & Bill Wood 
 22  Amy & Cristian Rios 
 26  Ron & Bess Robinette 
 

*Please contact the church office if your name is missing from this list. 
    ~      ~      ~     

Thank you so much to everyone who helped to make our 
Country Fair a huge success!  Here are the latest figures: 
 

   Vendors   $925.00 
   Drink Donations $200.00 
   Cinnamon Buns $482.65 
   Chicken BBQ     $2,952.92 
   Craft Group     $1,394.95 
   Bake Sale    $210.85 
   UMYF Hot Dogs $146.50 
          $6,312.87 

 
December joint Mission Project for 

 Cutler Ridge United Methodist Church and Kindergarten 
 
Seasons’ Greetings to everyone!   
 
We are delighted to announce to you our upcoming joint mission project. The 
Christmas season is a time for giving, and we would like to share our bounties with 
children in need who live in our very own community.  We will be participating in a 
gift drive for the children who reside in the South Dade/Homestead campus of 
Community Partnership for the Homeless.   
 
There are over 100 children who are residents and they range from newborn to age 
17.  There is a sign up sheet for parents on the bulletin board on the stairwell 
door and a sign-up sheet for church members on the bulletin board in 
the narthex where you can select the age and gender of the child who you would 
like to purchase a gift for.  Gifts should cost approximately $10, and you can choose 
to give the child either a toy or clothing.  Please do not purchase gift certificates, as 
many of these children will not have the ability to go to a store to utilize them.  Also, 
please do not purchase gifts at a dollar store, as we hope that all of the gifts will be 
of equal quality.  Please wrap the gifts and label them with a tag that says the age 
and gender.  These may be the only gifts these children receive, so they will most 
certainly be meaningful to them.  If you are unable to purchase the gift but would still 
like to partake in the project, please let us know, and we will collect your money and 
purchase the gift for you.  If you are unable to wrap the gift, we will wrap it for you.  If 
you would like to give a gift to more than one child, we would be most appreciative; 
however, this project is by no means an obligation. 
 
Please have all gifts to the school or church no later than Wednesday, Dec. 12.  
Parents can drop them off in the box labeled CPHI gift drive and church members 
can drop them off in the church office.  They will be collected by the staff at CPHI. 
. 
If you have any questions regarding this project, please do 
not hesitate to contact one of us via e-mail at 
195203@dadeschools.net or adriananyc@bellsouth.net.  If 
you would like further information about Community 
Partnership for the Homeless, please visit their website at 
www.cphi.org 
 
Gratefully, 



 
Michelle Williams & Adriana Pérez 

        
 
‘Twas the night before Christmas, the eve of Christ’s birth; 
Many people were resting all over the earth. 
The shepherds were watching their sheep in the night, 
When all of a sudden they saw a bright light. 
 
And what to their wandering eyes should appear 
But a beautiful angel, high up in the air; 
His face was all shining; his garments so bright 
That the shepherds began to tremble with fright. 
 
But as he came nearer, the words that he said 
Soon gave them to know there was nothing to dread; 
He told them of peace, with no fear or danger, 
For their wonderful gift they would find in a manger. 
 
So leaving their sheep, they went into town 
To seek for this gift; they looked all around. 
They came to the stable, the covers they lift, 
And there in the manger—God’s wonderful gift! 
 
So pure and so holy, so full of God’s love; 
They knew it was Jesus, God’s gift from above. 
And so as we think of this Savior again, 
May our worship this Christmas not be in vain. 
Let us love Him and trust Him; there’s none that’s too small; 
May the Lord richly bless you.  Merry Christmas to all! 

 
~Author Unknown 
Bloopers:  
“The first Christmas carol on the program in the church where I serve 
was listed as ‘Hark! The herald angels sin.’”  Rev. Dr. Geoff Pankhurst 
 

In a church bulletin: “Please place your donation in the envelope, along 
with the deceased person you want remembered.” 
 
Out of the mouths of God’s kids: 
“I only know the names of two angels.  Hark and Harold.”  Susan, 4 
 

Just before the start of the Christmas Eve service at Christ Episcopal 
Church in Covington, LA, an acolyte began lighting the candles at the 
altar.  A small boy in one of the front pews immediately stood and began 
singing, “Happy Birthday to you . . .” 
 

At a church Christmas pageant, the little girl portraying Mary dropped 
the Baby Jesus doll she was holding, and it bounced down the aisle 
crying “Mama, Mama.”  Later, a little boy wearing a bathrobe and a 
paper crown came out and announced, “We are the Three Wise Men, 
and we are bringing gifts of gold, common sense, and fur. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


